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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR: DR. MARC RONERT, 38

Doctor helps provide free surgery to patients in Peru

Foundation helps
children who suffer
from a loss of skin.

By Mary Thurwachter
Spedial to The Palim Baach
Fost

In December, Dr. Marc
Honert was one of 17
medical professionals,
led by the Care for Skin
Foundation, who flew to
Peru to offer reconstruc-
tive surgery to children
who have suffered skin
loss from aceidents,
mors, burns, scars or ge-
netic abnormalities,

A plastic and recon-
structive surgeon, Ronert
and others donated their
time and experience.

Ronert, 38, is the presi-
dent and medical director
of the Care for Skin Foun
dation.

While in Peru for two
weels, doctors met with
130 patients, most voung-
er than 5. Sevenry were
able to receive treatment,
he said.

“We had to triage the

Dr. Marc Ronert, 38, was among the plastic surgeons who
went on the trip to Peru to offer plastic and reconstructive
surgery to children who have suffered aloss of skin
because of accidents, tumors, burns, scars or genetic
abnormalities. Ronart, who was born In Germany, |5 ona of
the founders of the Care for Skin Foundation, a charity that
raises money to fund these kinds of trips to help kids, He

is standing insids his Image Skin Care offices in Lantana.
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ments is one of the most
gratifving moments in my
profession,”™ he said. "Of
ten, with simple recon-
structive surgical pro-
cedures we are able to
change someone's life
within just a few minutes.
To not offer this to pa-

patients and determine
whom we could operate
on with adeguate time for
follow-up while we are
there.™ he said.

“Using my skills aza
plastic surgeon on pa-
tients who are unable 1o
afford necessary treat-

rt said he had wanted to

£ery came in medical
school when a professor

Q&A

What are vour hobbies?

Playing tennis, skiing and painting.

Whatis the mostunusual item youown?

We have a section of the Berlin Wall in our garden
{atour homein Berlin).

What event in history wouldyou have liked to
witness?

The moonlanding.

What is your favorite childhood memory?
Skilng with my parentsin Germany, Switzeriand,
Austrla and France.

What do you doto get away fromitall?

| never want toget awayfromitall. Butwedolike
to get to our second home In Berlin six or seven
times a year.

influenced him. 1 became
one of his residents.”

A praduate of the Hein-
rich Heine University
School of Medicine, Ron-
ert received medical train-
ing and education abroad
and in the United States.

His wife, Joanna, is
president, founder and
CEO of Image Skincare,
an international company
with its 40,000-square-

fients in need would be
unthinkable.”
Born in Germany, Ron-

become a physician since
he was 3.

“1 remember dissecting
fish,” he said. *1 had a lit-
tle doctor's kit.™

His decision ro special-
i7e in reconstructive sur-

foot corporate headquar-
ters in Lantana.

Ronert is the compa-
ny*s director. The two met
at an international con-
ference where he was a
guest speaker. They livein
Palm Beach Gardens with
their 3-and-a-half-yvear-old
rwins Zurich and Milana.
Thev have a second home
in Berlin.

Founded in 2011, The
Care for Skin Founda-
ton's goal 1s to provide re-
constructive surgery to
those in need and to do-
nate money o organiza-
tions such as Resurge and
SmileTrain, which coor-
dinate medical missions
to third world countries
where doctors perform
surgeries on patients with
cleft lips, burm wounds
and hand deformities, as
well as other operations.

Although the Peru proj-
ect was the first mission
trip for the Care for Skin
Foundation, plans are al-
ready under wav for mare
irips. For more informa-
Lion, visit www.carefor-
skinfoundation.org.




